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JIJER  IIEITS  LET' 


COIISUTIRRS  IIRC-ED  TO  RRTITR?!  USED  CRixTES,  EiJiraRS,  AI'D  '^USilEL  BASKETS 


The  V/ar  Food  Adnini  strati  on  and  the  '.Tar  Production  Board  are  urf';inr;  con- 
sumers vho  bu^'  fruits  and  vej^etabl.es  in  bull:  to  return  their  enpty  containers 
to  dealers  fron  iThon  the  purchases  vere  nade  to  help  relieve  a  critical 
shortaf^o' o  1  rrooden  containers. 

Second-hand  containers  are  needed  for  packin^^  and  shipping  other  commodities 
to  narhet.     Used  container  firms  collect  second-hand  crates,  hampers,  bo:j:es, 
and  baskets  from,  tlie  fruit  and  vegetable  dealers,  chain  stores,  restaurants, 
institutions,  etc.,  and  redistribute  them  to  ,';^rovrors  and  packinghouses. 
This  helps  alleviate  the  short  supply  of  ncr,?  containers  which  are  not  being 
produced  in  norr.al  quantities  beca\iso  of  vrar  demands  for  those  materials 
and  facilities. 

Returning  containers  is  a  patriotic  service,  and  MTL  and  VrPB  believes  many 
dealers  vrill  be  glad  to  buy  back  containers  returned. 

Approximately  700  m.illion  novr  containers  are  required  to  take  care  of  the 
arjaual  production  of  fresh  fruits  and  vegetables,  but  only  about  50  million 
normally  are  re-used  each  year.     The  proportion  of  second-hand  containers 
in  use  is  entirely  too  lovr,  especially  during  vrar  tim.e ,    rJo  used  container 
should  be  destro"ed  or  vrithhold  from  circulation. 


Mr.  P. 


IIcKugh  of  tliu  Illinois  '7ar  Production  Board  is  launching  a  con- 


centrated campaign  for  the  salvaging  of  scrap  iron,  tin  cans,  I'raste  paper, 
fats,  and  used  vrooden  containers.     Tb.o  campaign  is  taking  place  in  Illinois 
betv/een  October  1  r.nd  Ilovombor  15.     Every  effort  should  bo  made  by  persons 
receiving  this  bulletin  to  got  behind  this  sal  '-ago  drive, 

■.To  have  rocoived  a  copy  of  Grocers  svnd  Variety  Bag  Limitation  Order  !Io.  L-2G1 
issued  by  the  Y/TB.     This  ord^r  dated  August  31,  1943  introdvices  qu.ota  limi- 
tations placed  on  paper  bag  manufacturers  as  of  September  1.     Since  tVio 
manufacture  of  paper  bags  is  required  to  be  reduced  to  70:1  of  the  base 
period  October  1,  1941  to  March  31,  1942,  retail  grocers  cannot  avoid 
having  a  rodu.ction  made  in  supplies  of  bags  available  to  thom.     The  economi- 
cal use  of  paper  bags  is  a  patriotic  and  practical  noccssit;;.     It  is  par- 
ticularly important  that  retailers  curtail  tlio  use  of  small  "b-'-C^  in- 
dividual purchases  vrhich  are  later  to  be  placed  in  one  large  bag. 

ITo  laxovr  vfo  can  count  on  all  persons  receiving  this  bulletin  to  conserve  in 
every  possible  vray    the  use  of  paper  bags. 

The  follovring  dealers  report  having  quantities  of  used  containers  on  hand: 

.United  Mills  Co.,  1G9  11,  Racine  Ave.  Cldcago; 

3000  Onion  Bags,  1^000  Florida  Citrus  Bags,   10,000  Various  typos  of 
bags  for  corn. 


-2^ 


J.  Cook  b,  Sons,  1403  17,  Randolph  St.  Chicago : 

1000  Calif.  Orann;o  Boxes,  500  Clinax  Baskets,  1000  Bushol  Covers, 
3000  Acpararus  Crates,  2500  Cauliflovrer  crates,  2000  Cabbaro  Crates, 
1500  Tonato  Lugs,  1500  Bags,  6000  How  ^^,^10  Onion  Bars,  10,000  Onion  Bags, 
1000  Florida  Citrus  Bars,  and  500  Various  t^'pos  of  bags  for  corn. 

Jones  Barro  1  Bo::  I:  Crate  Co.,  715  Bond  /.vo.,  Poori a , II 1 , ; 
500  Barrels, 

Brorm  Bar  Go»,  1462  Blue  Island  Vi-Ye.  Chicaro,  111 • ; 

1000  Tonato  lugs,  and  covers,  1,000  Ilanpors,  1,000  Ilnnpor  Covers,  1,000 
Plun  Baskets,   500  Calif,  Oranrc  Boxes,  1000  Cabba|^o  Crates,  500  Cauli- 
flovrer crates,  4000  Strav;borry  O-t .Dividers ,  6,000  ITov;  bOi^  Onion  3acs, 
10,000  Bean  Boxes,  500  Apple  Boxo.s,  1000  Lettuce  Crates,  400  Poa 
Bushels,  500  llev;  half  bushels,  5,000  IIcv;  Flat  Bottom  Bushels  and  Star 
Covers,  -10,000  Ilixcd  1  brand  Onion  Bars,  10,000  Ilosh  Potato  Bags, 
50,000  Ilisc.  typo  bags  for  corn  and  potatoes,  and  12^000  Nov?  lO^f  Onion 
Bags  • 

Following  is  tho  Special  Fruit  Report  aS  of  Soptombor  1,  1943  as  furnished 
to  us  by  the  Illinois  Cooperative  Crop  Reporting  Service,  Office  of  Agri- 
cultural Statistics,  Springfield,  Illinois; 

"The  commercial  ripple  crop  in  Illinois  is  nov;  estinatod  at  2,914,000  bushels 
in  comparison  vdth  3,410,000  last  year  and  the  1934-41  average  of  3,178,000 
bushels,  based  on  surveys  made  by  the  Illinois  and  U,S .Department s  of  Agri- 
culture,   Tlio  No,  1  pack  rn  11  bo  relatively  small  due  to  late  v;orm  damage  and 
to  tho  prevalence  of  ru.sset,  particulr.rly  on  red  varitios.     Golden  Delicious 
tops  the  list  as  to  size  and  quantity  folloirod  by  Wealthy  and  Grimes.  T.i-.o 
condition  of  leading  varities  as  reported  by  growers  September  1  v/ith  con- 
dition a  year  j.go  in  parentheses  is  as  follovrst  Golden  Delicious,  60f^  (51f^)j 
Wealthy,  56  (47);  Grimes,  53  (44);  Jonathan,  39  (44);  DolioiouE,  35  (47); 
Rome,  34  (57);  Vfinosap,  43  (33);  Willow  Tvag,  25  (66).    Harvesting  vras  vroll 
under  v;ay  by  mid-September,     about- e.  wool:  later  than  last  yoar," 
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Reports  recently  received  fron  "key"  people  in  the  Used  Container  industry 
indicate  "rou^h  weather"  ahead  for  grov^ers  and  distributors  vho  vish  to 
nrocure  salvaf^ed  containers.     It  is  obvious,  therefore,  that  it  vrill  re- 
quire the  combined  efforts  of  all,  plus  some  real  conservation  and  planning, 
if  sufficient  containers  are  to  be  m.ade  available. 

Used  Container  dealers  acting  in  cooperation  with  the  Food  Distribution 
Administration  are  undertaking  an  intensified  edn.cational  campaign.  It 
is  their  intention  to  make  this  a  continuing  process.     Retail  stores, 
restaurants,  hotels,  institutions,  and  other  bulk  food  users,  vdll  be 
asked  to  cooperate. 

It  is  no  secret  that  approximately  2Q%  of  all  containers  are  made  unusable 
sim.ply  because  packages  are  improperly  opened,     i7ar~time  America  can  ill 
afford  such  needless  vraste. 

Within  the  past  ten  days,  through  contacts  m.ade  by  the  FDA,   a  Florida 
groover  was  able  to  secure  8000  used  containers  from  a  used  container 
dealer  in  Chicago. 

The  following  dealers  report  having  conta-jners  on  hand: 
Brc'-n  Bag  Co.,  1462  Blue  Island  i.ve «  Chicago; 

5000  Bruce  boxes,  3000  Calif. Orange  boxes,  3500  V/estern  Apple  boxes,  1200 
Pint  Shells,  1400  Mich,  Berry  Boxes  16  qt.,  2000  24  qt. Shells,  200,000 
^,t.  Berry  Cups,  50,000  Pt.  Berry  Cups,  75,000  Strawberry  Crate  Div.  , 
40,000  Bushel  Baskets,  500  Clinax  Baskets,   20,000  Plum  Baskets,  50,000 
Bushel  Covers,  4000  Cabbage  Crates,  15,000  Hampers,  various  sizes,  6,000 
Hamper  Covers,  4,000  Tomato  Lugs,  12,000  New  #10  Onion  Bags,  50,000  0nio» 
^ags,   22,000  Florida  Citrus  T^ags,75,000  Various  tynes  of  bags  for  corn. 

Duckett      Cipinko,  1115  "<.Lake  St.  Chicago; 
2000  Egg  Cases. 

Horwitz  Bag  Co.,  816  'Y.   Rpndolph  St.  Chicago; 

1000  Bruce  Boxes,  15,000  Calif  .Orange  Boxes,   3,000  "".'.estern  Apple  Boxes, 
1,000  Bushel  Baskets,  1,000  Jumbo  Baskets,  2,000  Prune  ^oxes,  2,000 
Ammunition  Shell  Poxes,  200  Cantaloupe  Crates,  500  Cabbage  crates,  1000 
Hampers,  various  sizes,  1000  Hamper  covers,  1000  Tomato  Lugs,  500,000  Bags, 
10,000  Ney/  #10  Onion  Bags,  100,000  Onion  Bags,  3500  Cabbage  Bags,  10,000 
Florida  Citrus  Bags,  50,000  Various  types  of  bags  for  G»rn. 

"Jnited  Mills  Co.,  169  N.  Racine  Ave.  Chicago; 

1500  50f,-  Onion  Bags,  1000  Cabbage  Bags,  23,000  lOOj;  Cotton  Potato  Bags  suit- 
able for  corn, 

Benj  .Flonsk;;/  (f.-  Sons,  211  N.  Carpenter  3t .  Chix;ago 

10,000  Bags,  10,000  Cabbage  Bags,  50,000  Florida  Citrus  Bags,  50,000  Various 
types  of  Bags  for  corn. 


Rio  Grande  Farm  Supplies,   1228  7/".  Randolph      ,  Chicagot 

3»000  Qt.  Berry  Cups,  6,000  Bushel  Baskets,  1,200  Half  Bushels,  7,000  Bushel 
Covers,  300  Lettuce  Crates,  200  Cabbage  Crates,  500  Hampers,  various  sizes, 
6,000  Bags,  1,000  Onion  Bags,  500  Florida  Citrus  Bags, 

Seaman  Bag  Co,,  2512  S.  Ppmen  Ave,.  Chicagot 

22,500  Onion  Bags. 

Demand  I-  Co.,  2325  Y/J-Jorth  Ave.  Chicago:' 
300  Egg  Cases.    ,  .  ..    ,      •  ■ 

Grover  C.  Helm  h  Co«,  Bloomingtoh,' 111,  : 

6  Bruce  Boxes,   4  Calif.  Orange  Boxes^  500  Bushel  Covers,  2  Lettuce  Crates, 
11  Tomato  Lugs. 

J»nes  Barrel  Box  ^  Crate  Co.,  715  Bond  Ave  ^'  Peoria^  111. ': 


150  Barrels, 


THEY'RE 
5CPIFCE! 


v;ar  food  administration 
office  of  distribution 
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March  1?,  l^Ld^- 


Such  factors  as  shortage  of  available  labor,  veneer,  and  logs  for  veneer  have 
continued  to  vex  manufacturers  of  fruit  and  ve£;etable  containers  in  Michigan. 
The  VifFA  is  working  rd  th  other  government  agenpies  in  order  to  correct  existing 
government  regulations  that  are  adversely  affecting  the  fabricating  of  packages. 
Container  distributors  in  Detroit  report  that  southern  manufacturers  are  showing 
reluctance  to  ship  to  northern  markets  when  more  immediate  outlets  are  available* 

Mr.  Earl  H.  Bjornseth  of  the  Extension  Service  has  reported  that  the  container 
shortage  v/ill  effect  more  seriously  the  growers  in  V/estern  Michigan  who  ship  out 
-of  the  state.     This  is  especially  true  of  the  growers  of  such  highly  perishable 
fruits  as  peaches,  plums  and  some  variety  of  pears,  as  these  fruits  should  be 
packed  and  marketed  in  new  containers.     Berry  crates  can  be  reused  but  new  boxes 
are  required.     Those  needing  nev;  containers  are  advised  to  acquire  their  needs 
whenever  and  v/herevor  they  are  available  as  outlook  for  increased  production  is 
not  bright. 

A  recent  i^'ar  Manpower  Commission  instruction  classes  as  an  essential  activity 
"the  Reconditioning  round  stave  baskets,  hampers,  wire-bound  citrus  boxes  and 
celery  crates,  slack  and  tight  coopered  barrels,  wooden. lugs,  apple  boxes,  and 
metal  drums".     This  ruling  may  be  helpful  to  dealers  who  repair  broken  containers. 


SUGGESTED  USES  OF  AVAILABLE  NAILED  TYPE  CONTAINERS 


L.A.   (Lettuce)  crates: 


13  X  17-1/2  X  21-1/2 


Inside  dimensions: 


inches . 


Bunched  beets  -  I4  dozen;  radishes,  10  dozen 
Bunched  carrots  5  dozen;  onion,     8  dozen 
Bunched  parsley  10  doz.;  turnips. 
Cabbage,  cauliflower; 

Head  lettuce  J-L).  doz;  nov/  being,  shipped  out  of  the 
state  in  large  quantities. 


Half  L.A.  crate; 
9  X  15  X  21-1/2 


Same  products  as  above. 


Small  vegetable  crate: 


8  X  12    X  22  inches 


Many  of  the  above  products,  particularly  bunched 
vegetables . 


Lug  Box: 


Celery  hearts;  celery  cabbage;  leaf  lettuce  (6  lbs.) 
peppers;  tomatoes  , 


11-1/2  X  11-1/2  X  2h 
Approx,  I-I/2  bushels 
or 


Nailed  Orange  Box; 


Asparagus;  head  lettuce;  peppers;  spinach,  topped 
beets,  carrots,  turnips;*  cabbage;  and  apples. 


12  X  12  X  2i4 

Aoprr*^    I-3/5  bushels. 


N.Yf.  Apple  Box? 

1 0-1 X  II-I/2  X  18        Apples,  pears,  and  quince* 
Approx.  1  bushel 

CAULIFLO'.jER:    "Testern  s?iipments  in  crates  approximately  8-l/2  x  18  x  22. 
"  inches,  is  now  arriving  froia  the  v;&st. 

These  could  and  should  be  bought  and  stock-piled  for  future 
use. 

BERRY  CRATBS;     21+  quart  size.     Some  quantities  available  at  this  time,  but 
may  be  picked  up  for  other  uses  unless  procured  at  once. 

Basket ,  Crate,  and  Box  Dealers 

General  Egg  Crate  &  Basket  Co-,  132i-|.  Division,  Detroit.  California  orange  crates; 
2I4  qt.  berry  cr.-itoR;  pe'.r  b->xoj  :.i;^w  knocked-dovm.  egg  cases;  2  carloads  American 
quart  berry  baskets-     Ontstate  or  locale 

Fanners  Bag  &  Pasket  Supply  Co.,  2635  Rivard,  Detroit.    Bruce  boxes;  2I4.  qt. 
berry  boxes;  b;'^t).  Local  sale  only., 

M  &  J  Farmers  Supply  Co^,  135^  '.'inder,  Detroit.    H.-mpers,  lettuce  crates,  bruce 
boxes,  bags.     Local  sales  only.    Also  2  carloads  of  bushel  basket  covers. 
Vv'ill  ship  by  car. 

Eastside  Egg  Crate  Co.,  I359  Adelaide and  2126  Hov/ard,  Detroit. 
Bruce  and  letouce  crates,  sold  out  temporarily, 

Chicago  Used  Container  Dealers:  .  . 

Horv/itz  Bag  Co.,  8I6  './»  Randolph  St.,  Chicago 

Brovm  Bag  Co.,  lL.62  Blue  Island  i^ve.,  Chicago 

Duckett  &  Cipinko,  115       Lake  St.,  Chicago 

Michigan  Manufacturers  of  Hev;  "fooden  Containers: 

Berrein  County  Package  Co.,  Benton  Harbor  -  ■ 

The  Pierce  Vvilliams  Co.,  ..South  Haven 

Fruit  Growers  Package  Co.,  Paw  Paw 

Frank  L  Deaner  and  Son,  Sodus 


SCiJ-'.CITY  OF  SUPPLY  BECOIILS  IlXRlJ'.SirGLY  SERIOUS. 


Reports  currently  received  frorr;  the  trc.dc  indicc.tc  r.  ,c;rov;in3  shortr.ro  of 
new  end  used  contidnerc .    ProcucLrs  end  ^soxfcrc  ■vvill  .L'ind  snr.ll  conrort 
in  v;c.itin,o;  until  "Ij.tcr  on"  to  secure  ti'ic  supplies  oi  contzAi.crc  they'll 
need  for  t^ic  ccnir?:  yec.r's  harvests. 

Follov;in,c-  the  nost  recent  survey  of  the  .container  situc.tior.j,  I'r.  E.  0. 
Pollock,  Ilidv/cst  hC;'';ionr-l  Liirector  icr  t-ie  Ofiicc  of  Distribution,  c.n- 
nounccd  thc.t  the  supply  of  ncv/  contf-.iners  T.:"culd  ff.il  upproximc-tely 
tvvcntj'-  percent  belov.-  der.r.nd  if  this  yoc.r's  crops  crc  anywhere  nec.r  nor- 
nu.l . 


Specif icclly,  the  survey  indicated  en  fvcutc  shortfAi^c  of  such  itens  is 
v.'codcn  boxes,  crr.tes,  and  mesh  baf^s.    Shippers  r.ho  need  this  type  of 
pcxkr.fin.c;  •'..'ere  warned  to  tcj;e  inr.cdir.tc  advc.ntcf^e  of  conti.iners'^nov.'  in 
hands  of  retail  ana  Y.iiolesalc  ;{;roccrs,  used  container  dealers,  and  others. 

Existin''  salvaf;e  feci  11  ties  nu.intain  a  fairly  adequate  supply  for  current 
demands,  but  tliis  industry  is  unable- to  maintain  stoci  s  lar^e  cnoup;h  at 
any  one  tine  to  nect  unccrtc  in  rccuirei.icnts  of  producers  end  sriippers.  If 
producers  and  shippers  vrill- place  their  orders  ccrly,  tlie  used  container 
dealers  be  in  a  position  where  thev  can  build  up  their  supplies  of 

salvag-ed  containers  to  r.cct  dcnand,  If  possible,  fr:rcv:ers,  producers  and 
handlers  should  plan  on  stcrinT  containers  nov;  in  order  to  insure  enough 
contr.iner  ft.cilities  to  move  their  produce  to  r.arket. 

*  *  * 

CUI^hE-T  LISTIhC-S  or  .XJT^.BLE  USED  COI'T.JUEhS 
Brcv.-n  Br.f  Cc  « ,  14G2  Blue  Islrnd  Av.  nuc,  Chiq;.,-;o 

5,000  California  Oran^ic  boxes;  7,000  Western  Apple  boxes;  2,000 
raGhi,^;;an  Berry  boxes  (16  qt.,;  150,000  qt.  Berry  Cups;  2,000  pt. 
Berry  crates;  15,000  new  bushel  baskets;  30,000  used  bushel  bask- 
ets; 40,000  plun  baskets;  30,000  bushel-  covers;  10,000  cabbage 
crates;  26,000  hcjripers;  10,000  hanper  covers;  10,000  tor-iato  lu,';'s; 
100,000  bao;s;  25,00.0  new  ^,^50  onior..  bar:s ;  10,000  nev.  ^,,10  onion  bar;s; 
75,000  used  ^„-bO  onion  ba~s ;  40,000  nev/ ^asconsin  cabbage  bags; 
25,000  Florida  citrus  ba<."s;  50,000  various  typos  ba';;s  for  corn  etc.; 
2,000  Tanjrerine  crates;  1,000  lernon  boxes;  5,000  pear  boxes;  800 
sweet  potato  boxes;  20,000  qt.  dividers. 

i.tlas  Ra--  Co.,  14.1.9  r;luc  Isl;:nd  ^ ^v c n u e ,  C '-i icr.,f^o 

1  carload  Tan'^crine  crf.tos;  10,000  California  Orange  boxes; 
10,000  ■.cstern  Apple  boxes;  15,000  Hrnpcrs. 

hillirjTi  J.  h'cllwair,  1413  S.  Rr  cine  i.vonuc,  C-:icaf o 

2,500  S\.-eet  Potato  cruxes;  15,000  Hampers. 
I.  ErliGhr.-:,n  Co.,  3215  S.  Washington  Street,  Peoria,  Illinois. 

3,000  Barrels. 

2GP5(H) 
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Sho-off  Orchards  Products  Co.,   107  I" »  Tuashirgton  Street,  Peoria,  111. 


500  KD  nev/  pint  shells^     1,000  KD  now  24  qt.  shells;  250,000  new  qt. 
Berry  Cups;     125,000  pt.  Berry  Cups;  20,000  used  Strawberry  crates, 
div.;  20,000  new  bushel  baskets;     300  used  half -bushels ;  10,000  used 
bushel  covers;  3,000  used  hampers;  3,000  used  hEJ7ipc:r  covers;   250  used 
C2g  cases;   1,500  Potato  bags;   500  used  SO,'/-  Onion  bags. 

Dc  I.Ian c  Co.,  2523  1'j .  Ivorth  Avenue,  Chicago 

200  EgiT^  cases. 

Shipper's  Bag'  Supply  Co.,  2250  Ordcn  j.vcnuc,  Cliica^eo 

15,000  Butter  bores;   GO, 000  bags:   50,000  new  lG;',':cniGn  bags;  75,000 
cotton  cabbage  bags;'  50,000  Florida  citrus  bags;  100,000  various 
trapes  bags  for  corn,  etc.;  25,000  cotton  feed  bags;  25,000  open- 
mesh  cabbage  bags. 

'Uestcrn  Burlap- Bag  Co.,  1109  V, .  •38th_  SJ:_2_,___Chic_ago 

75,000     22X36  cotton  bags. 

Benjamin  Plonsky  c.  Sons,  211  I",  Ccrpcntcr  St<.,  Chicago 

100,000  bags;     10,000  new  IQy  onion  bag.s ;  50,000  used  50-/;'  onion  bags; 
10,000  cabbage  ba.p's;  100,000  Florida  citrus  bags;  50,000  various  types 
•bags  for  corn,   etc.;  20,000  10C#:nesh  bags. 

J.  Cook  I-  Sons,  1400  Tin.  Randolph  Street,  Chicago 

2  carloads  hcjn.pers  (viitiiout  covers);  1,000  Florida  citrus  crates. 

Rio  Grande  Farm  Supplies  Co.,   1328  \, .  Rr.ndolnh  St. ,  Chicago 

10,000  qt.  Berry  cups;  30,000  bushel  covers;  2,000  hampers;  10,000 
-ji-2  bushels;   5,000  f,  1  bushels;   5,000  plum  boxes. 

*  *  ♦ 

R    E    i:    E    II    B    E  Rill 


■     AI.:ERIC/J  S- FOOD  SUPPLY  Tins  C0I,:i"G  YEiJ^  DEPEhDS  oi:  Youn 
—  IT  TiJvES  COKTi.IFERS  TO  SHIP  PRODUCE  TO  I'^JUIEI  — - 
SEE  TlIi^T  YOUR  SUPPLY  OF  CORT.JI.ERS  IS  L.JD  I:   RIGHT  IMIJ 
SO  YOU  Ci^^  DO  YOUR  R.RT  TO  HELP  ROVE  THE  COIIIRG  CROPS 5! 

*  *  * 

OPEH  COHTRIRERS  CiJ:EFULLY  SO  THEY  CidI  BE  PROPERLY  Si-LVLGED  — 
OVER  20)^  OF  OUR  COnTiJRERS  iJ;E  DiRj.GED  BEYOilD  REP.-IR  ■v^HEN 
OPERED  C.J^ELESSLYl !.  IT'S  vP  TO  YOU  I 


*  *  * 
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CO^'TAI''TER  ^TEVfS  LETTER  TJO.  11 


The  shortage  of  both  used  and  nevr  containers  and.  the  need  for  advance  planning 
for  the  supply  has  been  emphasized  in  previous  bulletins.  ..This  issue  is  de- 
sip;ned  to  furnish  information  on  throe  points: 


1.  Ref^ul&tion-s 

2.  Fr.flight  Rates 

3.  Action  bv  various 


rrouns 


1.    Regulations,   in  nakinf;.  plans  for  mar Vetinf;  fruits  and  vef^etables,  or  other 
corJnoriities-  in  containers,  it  is  v^3il  to  understand  the  various  restric- 
tions on  their  manufacture  and  use.  Rerulations  of  the  V/ar  Production 
Board,  Vlar-Food  Administration  and  Office  of  Price  Administration  include 
several  orders  v^hich  directly  affect  the  supply-,,  prices  and  use  of  fruit 
and  vegetable  containers,  and  v.'hich  impose  restrictions  of  one  sort  or 
another  on  manufacturers ,  distributors,  and'  users  of  boxes,  crates,  baskets, 
bags,  etc.     Copies  of  re^julations  and  subsequent  additions  and  revisions 
may  be  obtained,  from  your  state  or  local  V[F^  offices.     Follov'ing  is  a 
brief  difjest  of  the.,  provisions,  including  amentiments,  relating  to  fruits 
and  vegetables; 

L-232,  as  am.ended  October  25,  1945.  Prohibits  manufacture  and  assembly  of  any 
wooden  shipning  container  not  meeting  approved  specifications.     Permitted  are 
68  styles  and  sizes  of  nailed  boxes  and  crates. hampers,  1/2,  5/8,  and  1  bu.j 
round  stave  baskets,  l/2 -and  1  bu.;  splint  baskets,  G,  12,  16,  24,  and  32  qt. ; 
climax  baskets,  4  and  12  qt . ;  till  baskets,  '1,  2,  3,  and  4  qt.;  and  berry  cups, 
1/2,  1  pt.  and  1  qt.     Only  one  outside  surface  of  any  of  these  containers  m.ay 
be  labeled  or  branded,     Uone  nay  be  stained  or  colored.     No  person  may  ship  the 
following  designated  cornmodit ies  in  nevr  v/ooden  contaiiiers  in  a  greater  amount 
during  any  calendar  or.  seasonal  year  than  these  stipulated  percentages  of  the 
amounts  he  shipped  in  vraoden  contain.ers  in  1942—  juice  grapes,  50>;  table 
grapes,  lOO-llO^^j  carrots,   lOO^j  cantaloupes  and  melons,'  cauliflower,  celery 
and  lettuce,  80^;  cucumibers  and  radishes,  50;;.',  Beginning  January  1,  11.-44  use 
of  new  wooden  containers  is  completely  prohibited  for  cabbage,  green  corn,  dry 
onions,  vrhite  potatoes,  rutabagas  and  root  turnips. 

L-317,  issued  and  effective  October  11,  ll;;^3.  Prohibits  use  of  new  fibre  ship- 
ping containers  for  pecliing  cucumbers,  ~':reen  corn,  onions,  v/hite  potatoes, 
rutabagas,  a  nd  turnips, 

M-20G,  as  amended  Septgrber  16,  1945.  To  conserve  softv.-ood  lumber,  this  drder 
assigns  preference  ratin-s  to  many  commodities  governing  deliveries  of  liir.ber 
for  boxing,  crating,  packing  and  stowing  for  shipment.    Vresh,  canned  and  dried 
fruits  and  vegetables  are  assigned  ratings  AA-3,  and  AA-'lf  thus  limiting 'the 
types  and  quantities  of'luraber  that  may  be  used  for  these  products. 

M-261,  as  amended  August  2,  1943.  To  conserve  metal,  restrictions  are  placed  on 
the  use  of  strapping  vdres  and  bands.     If  strapping  is  essential  to  safe  de- 
livery of  the  contents  end  has  customarily  been  used  for  the  same  type  of 
shipment  and  container,  it  is  permitted  on  wooden  or  fibre  containers  contain- 
ing fruits  or  vegetables. 


>  iii^.  To  facilitate  acquisition  of  wooden  and  fibre 

preference  ratings  are  assigned  to 


. P-140,  as  amended  July  14 
shipping  containers  for  essential  purpose: 

many  commodities.    Rating  AA-3  is  assigned' to  canned  foods,  dried  aooles,  anri- 
cots  and  peaches,  and  fresh '.apples ,  anriccts,  bananas,  cherri  es ,  .•i  trus,  grapes, 
nectarires,  neaches,  pears,  plumr.,  and  nrunes  (fresh),  berries,  beans  (snap 
and  lima),  carrots,  peas,  and  tomatoes.     Other  dried,  frozen  and  preserved 
foods  and  other  fresh  fruits  and  vegetables  are  assigned  ratings  AA-4  and 
AA-5. 
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MPR-520,  as  amended  September  28^,   1943.     This  order  establishes  maximum  prices 
for  more  than  200  varieties  and  sizes  of  containers,  made  of  wood  or  of  a  combi- 
nation of  v/ood  and  solid  fibre  or  corruf^ated  board,  and  produced  in  the  southern, 
eastern  and  central  states  for  packinr^  perishable  fruits  and  vep-.etables.  Prices 
for  western  v;ooden  af;ricultural  containers  are  covered  by  PJ'IPR-186.  Hcximum 
prices  are  f.o.b.  mill  prices,  based  on  producing  zones,  with  allowable  addi- 
tions for  various  types  of  sales  and  deliveries  in  accordance  v/ith  accepted 
trade  practice, 

Iff'R-434,  issued  July  20,  1945  and  effective  July  26,  1945.  Establishes  a  sched- 
ule of  maximum  prices  for  all  used  wood,  fibre  or  corruf^ted  board  fruit  and 
vegetable  containers  designed  to  encourage  their. collection  and  re-conditioning 
for  re-use.     Though  allovrable  maximum  prices  are 'higher  than  those  previously 
permitted  under  the  General  Maximum  Pries  Regulation,  in  no  case  are  they  m.org 
than  80%  of  the  maximum  prices  for.nevr  containers.     Prices  are  established  at 
three  levels  of  distributions     the  omptiar,  accumulator  and  dealer  levels.  They 
do  not  apr)ly  to  sales  of  used  containers  by  fnrmors'  cooperatives.     A  license 
is  required  of  each  seller* 

o.     I'reigit  Ra^  tes  on  Containers,  Raducod  rates  permitting  the  return'  of ' all'" '  ' 
types  of  used  fruit  and  vegetable  containers  to  the  heav^;  producing -areas 
■of  the  South  and  Southwest  and  Pacific  Coast  are  now  available.    The  avail- 
ability of  the  rates  complements  tiie  present  plan  of  the  Transportation  Di- 
vision of  the  Departmiont  of  Agriculture  to  assist  in  making  available  to 
the  producers  an  adequate  supply  of  shipping  containers.     There  are  now- 
published  rates  on: 

"Used  fruit  and  vegetable  containers,   sot  up,  nested,  or  knocked  dov/n, 
or  folded,  or  loaded  flat,  in  straif'-Jit  or  mix--jd  carlords  (baskets  and 
hampers;  wire  bound  crates,  or  na:  l-.^d  crates,  or  boxes;  .barrels',  half, 
barrels,  and  till  boxes),  minimum  weight.  25,000  pounds  when' in  box  cars 
and  15; 0.00  pounds  when  in  refrigarator  c?-.r£  when  the  latter  are  fur- 
nished for  cf.rrior'r,  coxivoniencc .  -  0,L,  -  Rate  Column  23-j".  . 
from  all  the  Northern,  Central,  and  "'.■festern  states  east  of  the  p^ock^^  Mountains 
to  the  South , 

For  the  benefit  of  the  Rio  Grande  Valley  and  Southwe^'-tcrn  -prcducor-s,  wast  of  the 
Mississinpi  River,  these  rates  are  novr  applicahlo  on  traf  fic  '  from'  all  p  oints 
beginning  at  the  lino'  Buffalo  to  Pittsbur:;h,  north  of  the  Ohio  River,  vrest  to 
the  Rocky  Mountains,  inclusive.  ; 

For  the  Pacific  Coast  producers  there  are  '  rates  of  41 ,50  par_  100  pounds  Chicago, 
end  west  and  $2.00  from  the  territory  east  of  the  Illinois-Indiana  State  line 
on  minimurL  xwiights  -of  6,00C'  and  7,500  pound's  in  refrigerator  cars  dependent 
upon  the  size  of  'fcho  car.  -      •  '    •  • 

Many  cars  o.f  used  fruit  and  vegetable  containers  have  been  shipped  back  to  the 
producing  territories  in  the  last  fov.r  months.     The  la  rger --nati  onr.1  producers 
associations,  who  have  work'id  with  us  in  this  project,  assure  us  that  these- 
rates  have  boon  of  vovy  material  benefit  in  fostering  the  natiom'/ide  campaign 
novr  being  carried  on  to  salvage,  recondition,  and  return  to  the  producing 
areas  every  available  container.  •'  -      '  -  - 


3.    How  You  Can  Help, 

GroT/ers  Associations,  Yiholesalo  and 
Retail  Trade  Associate ons , Chain  Stores, 
Restaurant  and  Hotel  As sooiations , - ,  • 
Hospitals,   City  and  State  Institutions: 

A.  Publicity 

^.     Nei'-s  Releases 

C.     Bull-itins  (mjokly) 

'D.     Committee  Meetings 

S.     Poster  Display' Program 

produce  Houses  and  Shippers: 

A.  Good  Handling 

B.  Salvage  and  Repair  Dept. 

C.  Encourage  truckers  to  back  haul 

empties 

D.  Displr.y  Fosters 

E.  GuiTimed  Stickers  Cautioning  Care 
in  opening  and  encouraging  return 

Truckers:' 

A.  •*  Rack  Haul  of  Empties 

B.  Po£ter'*Display  on  Truck  Panels 

C.  Careful  Handling 

D.  Encourage  Poster  Display  at 

points  of  delivery. 


Coopfration  in  Food  Field  of 
Supply: 

Contact  and  co-operate  v.-ith: 

A.  State  Extension  Services 

B.  TTniversity  Bui le- tins 

C.  Bureau  of  Markets 

D.  Trade  Association 

E.  Mrrket  Managers 

F.  A. A. A.  ■ 

Fai'mer  s : 

A.  Anticipate  your  needs  in 
.advance  to  harvest  season 

B.  Early  stock-piling 

C.  Repair 

D.  Pick-up  service 

E.  Exchange 

F.  Sound  Field  Practices  Con- 

serving Containers  • 

G.  R-3-vamp  other  typos  of  con- 

tainers for  o\''n  needs. 
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CONTAINER  NEVfS  LETTER  NO.  12 

The  April  s.uinnary  of  estimated  sprinr;  voj^etable  production  shows  an  aggre- 
gate tonnage  15%  over  lti43,  and  ?.[>%  above  the  10  year  average.  Current 
supplies  of  nev;  containers  vdll  {';enerally  be  npt  to  exceed  90?^  of  the 
low  1943  production. 

Hamper  supply  -  new  ones  -  vdll  probably  be  20%  below  1943  supply.  Good 
used  ones  are  now  available. 

Tomato  lug  boxes  are  far  short  of  the  supply  of  nev^r  ones  which  will  be 
needed  for  the  crop  which  is  estimated  to  be  about  55%  larger  than  the 
1943  crop. 

The  container  most  difficult  to  buy  in  adequate  isu-^-ply  at  present,  either 
new  or  used,  is  the  bushel  basket.    Some  shippers  have  fortified  their 
position  by  laying  in  a  supply.     If  present  crcp  indications  prove  accu- 
rate, t! ere  will  be  a  definite  shortage  in  Illinois,     It  is  our  sugges- 
tion that  other  types  of  containers  which  vdll  s'^rve  the  purpose  be  used 
as  a  substitute  for  bushel  baskets. 

The  used  fruit  am''  vegetable  container  drive  carried  on  by  the  elementary 
schools  in  Chicaro  brought  in  a  third  of  a  million  used  containers  to  the 
school  yards.     The  members  of  the  container  industry  in  Chicago  handled 
the  collection  and  paid  the  schools.     The  results  of  this  drive  indi- 
cates to  an  extent  the  number  of  used  containers  lying  around  which  can 
be  recovered  if  and  when  the;-'  are  neoded. 

Dealers  in  used  containers  have  done  a  splendid  job  of  salvagn.    At  pres- 
ent ,hbwever,  some  dealers  are  confronted  v/ith  a  rather  stagnant  market  in 
certain  types  of  containers.     This  is  apparently  not  due  to  lack  of  need 
for  containers,  but  to  an  indifferent  attitude  on  the  part  of  groi;'ers  who 
apparently  feel  that  either  nevi  ones  will  be  availr.ble,  that  prices  v/ill 
be  reduced  or  thpt  they  can  get  all  of  the  containers  they  want  at  the 
time  they  are  needed. 

Some  growers  are  apparently  not  satisfied  vdth  the  qualitjA  of  used  con- 
tainers they  have  received.     Container  dealc^rs  have  good  stocks  on  hand 
and  can  fill  orders  vdth  carefully  selected  stock  if  orders  are  placed 
sufficiently  in  advance  to  provide  tine  for  properly  filling  orders.  It 
is  the  policy  of  some  dealers  that  thoy  vdll  quote  used  containers  vdth 
inspection  at  time  of  loading  if  the  purchaser  desires  that  kind  of  ser- 
vice and  is  vdlling  to  meet  the  condition  of  such  sales. 

In  some  areas  railroads  have  rfdsed  the  question  of  their  responsibility 
when  fruit  or  vegetable  is  loaded  in  used  boxes  or  baskets.     Because  of 
this  condition,  shippers  should  make  certain  that  previously  used  con- 
tainers are  in  condition  to  v;ithstand  the  hr.ndling  and  trip.  Re-coopering 
upon  arrival  at  the  market  is  both  expensive  and  vrest  ^ful. 

Used  containers  are  b''-ist  adapted  for  local  markf'ting  and  other  conditions 
where  the  hauls  are  not  excjssive  or  the  products  pacl-ed  in  them,  are  not 
highly  porishiible,  or  the  weight  too  great  for  the  containers  to  vdthstand. 
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Local  fruit  and  vegetable  grov/ars  should  procure  a  supply  to  meet  their  1944 
needs  before  the  product  is  ready  to  ship.    As  an  indication  of  the  percent 
of  the  crop  in  the  midT/est  which  may  go  to  market  in  used  containers  or  bulk, 
the  following  preliminary  estimates  are  givani 


Apples  20  Cauliflower  10 

peaches  30  Greens  30 

Berries  20  Lettuce  10 

Asparagus  20  Peppers  20 

Carrots  20  Spinach  20 

Radishes  30  Tomatoes  10 


The  following  containers  are  on  hand  and  available  at  the  present  time: 

W,  J«  Mcllvain^  1412  Blue  Island  Ave.  Chicago;    2  oars  hampers  without  covers, 
2  cars  L  A  Crates,  1  car  KD  Bruce  Boxes. 

J,  Osmanskx'-,  1233  Yf.  Randolph  St.  Chioagot  10,000  Hampers,  1,000  Eastern  apple 
boxes,  4,000  L  A  Crates,  2,500  Bruce  crates,  2,000  Nailed  Orange  Boxes. 

J,  Cook  &  Sons,  1403  W.  Randolph  St.  Chicago;  20,000  Hampers,  4,000  L  A  Crates, 
4,000  Cauliflower  crates,  16,000  Brrca  crates,  1,500  Plovrard  crates,  6,000 
Nailed  Orange  Boxes,  5,000  Lug  Boxes. 

Atlas  Bag  Co.,  1459  Blue  Island  .^ve.  Chicago:  35,000  Hempers,  2,000  Eastern 
apple  boxes,  10,000  L  A  Crates,  2,500  Cauliflov/or  crates,  10,000  KD  Bruce 
Crates,  2,400  Howard  crates,  15,000  Nailed  Orange  Boxes,  5,000  Lug  Boxes, 

Friedman  Bag  Co.,  1012  Randolph  St,  Chicago:  5,000  Hampers,  2,000  Eastern 
apple  boxes,  1,000  L  A  Crates,  1,000  Cauliflower  crates,  2,000  Bruce  crates, 
1,500  Nailed  Orange  Boxes,  2,000  Lug  Boxes,  3,000  Boan  Boxes,  1,000  Prune  Boxes 

Rio  Grande  Farm  Supplies,  1228  Vf.  Rondolph  St.  Chicago:  30,000  bushel  covers, 
2,000  Bruce  crates,  2,000  L  A  Crates,  5,000  Hampers, 

Benj,  Plonsky  f  Son,  211  N.  Carpenter  3t.  Chicago;  100,000  Corn  Bags,  25,000 
100^  Burlap  Potato  bags,'  10,000  50jji:  Cabbage  bags,  50,000  50fp  onion  bags, 
10,000  100=f  mesh  potato  bags,  25,000  citrus  bags,  10,000  25^  onion  and  corn  bag 

Brown  Beg  Co.,  1462  Blue  Island  Ave.  Chicago;  10,000  Calif, Orange  Boxes, 
2,000  Nailed  Florida  Orange  Boxes,  15,000  KD  Bruce  boxes,  10,000  Lettuce  crates 
5,000  Half  Crates,  5,000  Texas  Vegetable  crettes,  2,500  Tomato  lugs,  10,000 
Northwestern  Apple  Boxes,  25,000  Bushel  Bean  Hampers,  40,000  Nev/  Bushels, 
25,000  Used  Bushels,  10,000  New  Covers,  25,000  Used  Covers,  150,000  Qt. Berry 
Cups,  20,000  Quart  dividers,  10,000  Cabbage  crates,  3,000  K  D  Tangerine 
Boxes,  1,500  Nailed  type  Tangerine  boxes,  5,000  Yam  boxes,  25,000  Used  50^ 
Cabbage  bags,  50,000  New  50^^^  Cabbage  Bags,  35,000  New  50#  Onion  Bags, 
25,000  4/5  bu.  Orange  Bags,  100,000  various  types  of  bags  for  corn* 

Jones  Barrel,  Box  j^  Crate  Co.  715  Bond  Ave.  Peoria, 111.;  10,000  wooden  used 

boKos  16-^"  long,  13^-"  wide,  4^-"  deep,  5/8"  ends,  l/'4"  sides,  tops  and  bottoms. 

Ends  1  piece,  sides,  1  pi'ce,  tops,  bottoms,  2  pieces.    Have  tops  for  80%  of 
total  boxes.    All  in  Al  condition. 

Troop  Bros.,  1415  S.Morgan  St.  Chicago;  6,000  Bushels,  round  bottoms,  1  car 

of  Hampers,  3,000  Eastern  apple "boxes,   500  L  A  Crates,  2,000  Nailed  Orange 
Boxes. 
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CONTAINER  TJEVfS  LETTER  NO.  13 

It  is  indicatad  that  thB  container  situation  for  1944  is  b^comin^  in- 
creasingly serious.    Fresh  fruit  end  veg-Ttabla  rrowers  are  urged  to 
utilize  available  stocks  of  used  containers,  and.  to  play  on  using  con- 
verted or  substitute  containers  v/horever  possible o 

Production  of  new  wooden  containers  this  year  is  going  to  fall  about  15^ 
to  25%  short  of  grov/er's  demands. 

The  most  serious  shortage  is  in  bushol  and  he  If -bushel  baskets,  long  a 
favorite  container  of  most  fruit  and  vegetable  groovers.    Even  stocks  of 
used  bushel  and  half-bushels  are  alarmingly  low. 

To  insure  this  year's  crops  getting  to  market  without  undue  loss  or  spoils 
age,  it  is  suggested  grov/ors  use  available  containers  for  produce  not 
ordinarily  shipped  in  such  oontainars  in  normal  times. 

It  is  quite  practical  and  permissible  from  a  marketing  standpoint  to  use 
standard  containers  for  many  varieties  of  produce.     In  a  standard  L  A 
lettuce  crate,  the  following  produce  can  be  readily  shipped;    Bunched  bq&ts , 
radishes,  bunched  carrots,  onions,  bunched  parsley,  turnips,  celery, 
cabbage,  caulii'lov.'or,  egg  plant,  head  Itittuco  and  cantaloupe. 

Lug  boxes  can  be  used  to  ship  celery  hearts,  celery  cabbage,  cucumbers, 
green  corn,  leaf  lettuce,   green  onions,  poppers,  tomatoes,  topped  boots, 
carrots,  turnlips,  cherries,  and  grapes. 

Nailed  Orange  Boxes  can  be  used  for  asparagus,  green  corn,  head  lettuce, 
poppers,  spinach,  topped  beets,  turnl^.is,  carrots,  cabbage,  apples,  peaches, 
and  pears. 

In  normal  times  new  containers  ?:re  naturel  ly  preferable,  and  some  growers 
would  hesitate  to  convert  or  make  use  of  used  containers  to  market  their 
produce.     This  is  an  emergency,  however,  and  wo  cannot  think  in  terms  of 
"business  as  usual,"     Labor  shortages  and  diversion  of  materials  to  essen- 
tial wartime  work  are  responsible  for  the  current  container  situation,  and 
vie  will  simply  have  to  make  the  best  of  vrhat  we  can  get. 

The  following  containers  are  availfble  at  tho  present  time: 

Hor-/:itz  Bag  Co,,  816  ^'J.  Randolph  St..  Chief  go; 

15,000  Cf<lifornir  Orange  ^oxes,  25,000  Climrx  baskets,  with  and  without 
covers,  2000  V'ashington  Orange  Boxes,  2,000  Waxed  Butter  ^oxos,  1,000 
Prune  boxes,  250,000  Corn  Bags  (burlap  and  cotton),  100,000  Green  Cabbage 
^ags,  100,000  50if  Onion  Bags,   10,000  Carrot  Bags,  5,000  Bean  Hampers 
vrithout  covers,  5;,000  Used  Bushel  Baskets,  vdth  and  without  covers), 
3000  egg  cases 'with  covers, 

L.  Troop  ^.  Son..  1415  S ,Morgan  St.  Chief  go : 

2000  Orange  Boxes,  2,000  Hampers  v/ithout  covers. 

7;,  J,  Mc  Ilvain,  1412  Blue  Island  Avu ,  Chicago: 


1  car  Knocked  dov/n  Bruce  Boxes, 
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Atlas  Bag  Co.^  1459  Blue  Islcnd  Avenue,  Chicago; 

3000  Cauliflov/ar  crates,  10,000  Nailed  Oranga  Boxes,  10,000  Lug  Boxes, 
10,000  24  qt.  Strawberry  "boxes  (complete). 

Friedman  Bag  Co»,  1012  Yf,  Randolph  St.  Chicago t 

5,000  New  Tub  Baskets,  5,000  Hampers,  2,500  LA  Crates,  1000  Cauliflower 
crates,  3,000  Bruce  Crates,  500  Howard  Crates,  500  Nailed  Orange  Boxes, 
2000  Lug  Boxes,  2,500  Western  Apple  Boxes,  700  Prune  Boxes, 

J.  Cook  &  Sons,  1403  W,  Randolph  St,  Chicago t 

20,000  Hampers,  3,000  LA  Crate,  10,000  Bruce  crates,  1000  Howard  crates, 
3000  Nailed  Orange  boxes,  3,000  Lug  Boxes, 

Benjo  Plonsky      Sons,  211  Na  Carpenter  St»  Chicago: 

50,000  Corn  Bags,  100,000  bOjf  Onion  Bags,  75,000  100^  Cotton  Potato  Bags, 
25,000  50^  Burlap  Potato  Brgs. 

Aetna  Bag  &  Farmer  Supplies,  1233  W,  Rr;ndolph  St,  Chicago; 

2500  Used  Bushel  baskets,  15,000  Hampers,  1000  Eastern  Apple  Boxes,  3500 
L  A  Crates,  300  Cauliflower  Crates,  5,000  Bruce  Crates,  6000  Nailed  Orange 
Boxes,  100  Lug  Boxes,  1000  Bean  boxes,  2500  Used  Cabbage  Bags,  25,000 
various  types  of  bags  for  corn,  20,000  bushel  o  o  V  9  r  s  •  u  •  000  1/2  bushel 
covers  o 

Brovfn  Bag  Coo,  1462  Blue  Island  Ave*  Chicago; 

30,000  Tub  baskets,  25,000  Hampers,  20,000  LA  Crate,  5,000  Cauliflower  crates, 
25,000  Bruce  crates,  10,000  Nailed  Orange  Boxes,  5,000  Lug  Boxes. 
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.  UAR  FOOD  ADIIINISTRATION 
OFFICE    OF  DISTRIBUTION 
5  SoMth  If/abash  Avenue,  Room  817 
Chica£;o  3  Illinois 


July  8,  19  44 


CCT'TAITIER  mis  LETTER  NO.  14 


Shorta,-^es  of  nev;  wooden  containers  and  inadequate  supplies  of  the  more 
familiar  types  of  used  containers  made  necessary  a  com.-^rehensive  program 
for  packjLng  fruix?;  and  veg^ctables  in  substitute  second-h^ii.d  pac'cag'as, 
Grovrers  who  will  have'  crops  to  market  this  summer  and  j'r..ll  shuulci  antici- 
pate their  needs  NOVf  and  place  orders  N0"i7  for  at  least  their  minimum  re- 
quirements.    Grovrars  of  vanter  crops  should  plan  to  use  second-hand  con- 
tainers. 

Greatest  shortages  of  used  cojatainers  continue  to  be  in  bushel  and  half- 
bushel  baskets.    Grov:ers  are  being  urged  to  use  the  available  supply  of 
these  containers  .only  for  the  be'-;ter  grades  of  tree  fruit  crops  destined 
for  distant  me^rkets  or  for  storage-    Orange  boxes,  many  hundreds  of  v/hich 
are  going  to  waste  daily  for  lack  of  demand,  are  suggested  for  local  dis- 
tribution of  tree  fruit  crops.    Built  with  a  center  head,  these  boxes  are  ■ 
considered  sturdy  and  substantial.     They  stack  well  on  trucks  and  may  be 
used  without  covers. 

Over-all  prospective  fruit  and  vegetable  production  in  the  Midwest  Region, 
far  in  excess  of  1943,  is  probable.    At  the  same  time  the  rate  of  con- 
tainer production  tends  to  diminish.     There  vrore  barely  enough  packages 
for  the  1943  crop.    A  serious  shortage  of  containers  in  1944  is  a  foregone 
conclusion. 

Dealers  may  not  htive  just  the  container  shippers  desire,  and  shippers  may 
not  alv;ays  get  the  type  of  container  ordinarily  used.    For  local  distribu- 
tion, sales  or  farmers'  markets,  direct  to  retail  outlets  and  to  truckers, 
substitutes  for  baskets  can  and  should  be  used.      Countless  hundreds  of 
orange  boxes  are  going  to  v/aste  every  day  because  of  lack  of  demand. 

The  bushel  hamper,  commonlj''  used  for  green  beans  and  sweet  potatoes,  has 
never  been  popular  for  peaches  and  apples.    However,  they  may  be  the  only 
answer  some  peach  and  apple  growers  will  find  to  their  container  problem. 
Hampers  have  a  distinct  possibility  for  local  marketing  and  are  relatively 
plentiful  in  the  container  market. 

Here  are  the  goals  for  re-use  of  containers  in  the  midwest  shovring  the  per- 
centages of  the  various  total  crops  which  should  and  probably  can  be  mar- 
keted in  used  containers: 


Apples 

Cherries 

Grapes 

Peaches 

Pears 

Pluiiis 

Berries  (Crate) 

Cranberry 

Asparagus 

Beaas 

Cantaloupe 
Cai  rots 
Cauiif  lovrer 
Squash 


/o 

30 
10 
30 
30 
30 
30 
30 
10 
20 
20 
20 
20 


Celery 
Cucumbers 
Greens 
Lettuce 

Peas 
Parsley 
Peppers 
Spinach 
Sweet  Potatoes 
Parsnhips 
Radishes 
urnips 
atoes 


Dry 

Ice 


% 

10 

30 

30 

50 

10 

30 

30 

30 

30 

30 

30 

30 

30 

20 
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The  following  is  a  list  of  available  used  containers  held  by  firms  in  C}^icago: 

Brovm  Bag  Company »  1462  Blue  Island  Ave,  Chicago;  30,000  Hampers,  35,000  L  A 
Crates,  5,000  Cauliflower  Crates,  25,000  Nailed'  Orange  Boxes,. 5, 000  Lug  Boxes» 

Benj«  Plonsky  i-  Sons,  211  N.  Carpenter  St,  Chicago:  25,000  25^^  Mesh  Bags, 
50,000  5C^  Onion  Bags,  50,000  50=f  Citru^  Bags,  100,000  100?^  cotton  bags  suit- 
able for  corn,  50,000  100^  Burlap  Potato  Bags,  25,000  50^=  Burlap  Potato  Bags, 
10,000  50^  Cabbage  Bags. 

Horwitz  Bag  Co.,  816  tf.  Randolph  St.  Ghicagot  5,000  Hampers,  1,000  Eastern 
Apple  Boxes,  5,000  LA  Crates,  1,000  Cauliflower  Crates,  1,000  Bruce  Crates, 
10,000  Nailed  Orange  Boxes,  1,000  Lug  Boxes,  100,000  Cotton  Potato  Bags, 
200,000  Field  Potato  Bags,  100,000  Green  Cabbage  Bags,  150,000  Corn  Bags, 
100,000  Onion,  Carrot  and  Beet  Bags. 

Rio  Grande  Farm  Supplies,  1228  W,  Randolph  St.  Chicago  1  car  Hampers,  2,000 
Hamper  Covers,  3  cars  L  A  Crates,  40,000  Bushel  Covers. 

W.  J.  Mcllvain,  1412  Blue  Island  A.ve.  Chicago  5  cars  L  A  Crates,  4  cars 
Cauliflower  crates,  1  car  Bruce' Crates,  1  oar  Lug  Boxes  (no  tops). 

J.  Cook  &  Sons,  1403  lif.  Randolph  St>  Chicago t  25,000  Hampers,  1,000  L  A  Crates, 
1,500  Cauliflower  Crates,  10,000  Bruce  Crates,  500  Howard  Crates,  1,500  Nailed 
Orange  Boxes,  5,000  Lug  Boxes.  . 

Friedman  Bag  Co.,  1012  Vf.  Randolph  St.  Chicago <    6,000  Hampers,  5,000  L  A 
Crates,  2,000  Cauliflower  Crates,  500  Hovmrd  Crates,  1,500  Nailed  Orange 
Boxes,  5000  Lug  Boxes, 

Aotna  Bag  &  Farmer  Supplies,  1233  W.  Randolph  St.  Chicago:  15,000  Hompers 
(No  covers),  2,000  Eastern  Apple  Boxes,  5,000  L  A  Crates,  3,000  Nailed  Orange 
Boxes,  2,500  Lug  Boxes,  5,000  l/2  Bushel  Covers,  25,000  Bushel  Covers. 

Atlas  Bag  Co.,  1459  Blue  Island  Ave.  Chicago:  10,000  Tomato  lugs,  5,000 
Cauliflower  crates,  50,000  Bushel  Covers,  5,000  LA  Crates,  10,000  Hampers 
without  covers,  10,000  Orange  Boxes. 

If  names  of  used  container  dealers  at  other  points  are  desired,  we  will 
gladly  see  that  such  names  are  furnished  on  request. 
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\W  FOOD  ADimilSTRATION 
OFFICE    OF  DISTRIBUTION 
5  South  Wabash  Avenuo  Room  817 
Ch  ic  a-^,  o  3  Illinois 


August  10,  1944 


CONTAI^TER  imJS  LETTER  NO.  15 


Packers  of  frosh  fruits  and  vogotablos  have  found  in  many  quarters  that  thoy 
can  find  enough  containers  if  thoy  are  willing  to  usq  v;hat  is  available  rathor 
than  to  insist  on  using  the  type  thoy  have  been  in  tho  habit  of  using  over  a 
period  of  yoars.    However,  many  growers  aro  still  under  the  impression  that 
they  can  always  got  the  containers  they  v;ant  when  thoy  want  thorn. 

bushel  baskets  are  in  groat  demand  because  we  think  in  terms  of  baskets  in  Illi- 
nois for  virtually  all  of  our  fruits  and  many  vegetables.     This  year  half 
bushels  are  in  great  demand  too,  partly  on  account  of  tho  price  of  that  size 
unit  being  more  in  line  vdth  v/hat  tho  public  has  boon  in  the  habit  of  payinp 
for  a  basket  of  fruit.  ■  .  r  ^  & 

Due  to  tho  salvage  program,  a  higher  percentage  of  containers  is  being  saved  for 
ro-u3e  than  usual.     This  is  of  great  help  in  marketing  all  crops.     It  is  like- 
wise resulting  in  an  accumulation  of  containers  of  the  typo,  in' least  demand  in 
proportion  to  supply  such  as  hampers,  orange  crates,  and  tomc.to  boxes.  Salvage 
operations  help,  too,  in  the  .basket  situation,  but  even  there  vra  fail  to  fiud^ 
an  adequate  supply  to  meet  nearly  all  of  the  demands.     Basket  covers  are  avail- 
able in  large  quantities  in  the  stocks  of  tho  used  container  dealers. 

Burlap  sacks  are  relatively  scarce  and  v/ill  bo  more  so  as  tho  potato  crop  is 
harvested.    Most  kinds  of  cotton  sacks  are  available  in  adequate  supply  and 
can  be  used  for  many  crops  not  ordinarily  marketed  in  such  containers. 

At  the  present  moment  there  is  an  ample  supply  of  egg  cases,  due  in  part  to  ' 
processing  of  shell  eggs  in  cold  storage.     Rreakrgo  of  egg  cases  is  high,  and 
since  production  is  planned  months  in  advance  of  use,  shippers  should  either 
acquire  used  containers  or  place  orders  for  now  ones  promptly  in  order  to 
assure  a  supply  of  containers  as  needed.    As  the  fall  and  winter  laving  season 
progresses,  egg  cases  will  bo  in  greater  demand, 

"ORDER  NOT"  is  good  advice  insofar  as  the  container  supply  is  concerned.  Not 
only  should  containers  bo  on  hand  well  in  advance  of    ctu.-l  use    but  if  you 
have  planned  the  use  of  used  containers,  also  plan  to  inspect  and  repair  them  - 
if  they  need  repairs  -  before  the  day  of  factual  use. 

The  follov;ing  containers  are  on  hand  at  the  present  time  in  the  Chicago  area: 
Rio  Grande  Farm  Supplies,  1228  V/.  Randolph  St.  Chicago; 

3  000  Jumbo  Melon  Boxes,  5,000  Pint  Shells,  250  bx.  Michigan  Berrv  Boxes, 24  qt.. 
15, OOu  Bushel  Covers,  5,000  Lettuce  Crates,  3,000  Cantalouoo  Crates,  1,000 
uaulillowor  Crates,  5,000  Various  size  Hampers,  3,000  Hamper  covers,  2,000 
iomato  lufrs.  * 


^fy:uu-^?^^'^-'   ■'■  ^"^"^^  ^^.^        Carpenter  St.,  Chica,-o; 

iC0,0uu  various  typos  of  bags  for  corn,  35,000  Florida  citrus  bags,  25,000  Cab- 
bage bags,  50,000  Onion  Bags,  10,000  New  ^10  Onion  Bags,  150,000  Bags. 

Horygtz  Bag  Co.,  816  J.  Randolph  St.  Ch  icao;0; 

}'nnn  f  T  '  ^""^^^  2,000  Uestorn  Apple  Boxes, 

1  A^S.  y  100,000  Plum  Baskets,  20,000  Nailed  Orange  Boxes. 

10,000  Lug  Boxes,  5,000  Lettuce  Crates,  1,000  Cantaloupe  Crates,  500  Cabbage 
inn  nnA      '^^^  Ji'^^T''^ '  various  sizes,  2,000  Ham.per  covers,  10,000  Tomato  lugs, 
]Tn  nnn  Bags,  10,000  Florida  Citrus  Bags, 

150,000  Various  types  of  bar^s  for  Corn, 

Atlas  Bag  Company,  1459  Blue  Island  avo.  ChicaP-o- 

i^AnoV".^^'^?'"''''^  ^''''''^^  B^""""'  ^'''^^^  Lettuce  Crates,  10,000  Cantaloupe  Crates, 
5,000  Cauliflower  crates,   10,000  Hampers,   various  sizes,  5,000  Tomato  Lugs, 
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Frledman  Bag  Company^  1012  YJ,  Randolph  St,,  Chicago; 

1,000  Calif.  Orange  Boxes,  500  Pint  Shells,  1,000  16  qt.  Mich.  Perry  Boxes, 
1,000  24  qt.  Shells,  25,000  Qt.  Berry  Cups,  10,000  Pint  Berry  Cups,  2,000 
Sti:'av/berry  Crates,  6,000  Lug  Boxes,  6,000  Lettuce  Crates,  2,000  Cauliflower 
Crates,  6,000  Hampers,  various  sizes,  6,000  Tomato  Lugs,  20,000  Potato  B'-gs, 
40,000  Various  types  of  bags  for  Corn. 

J.  Cook  Sz  Sons,  1405  \1,  Randolph  St.  Chicago; 

500  Celery  Bruce  Boxes,  4,000  California  Orange  Boxes,  40,000  Bushel  Covers, 
5,000  1/2  bushel  covers,  3,000  Lettuce  Crates,   500  Cauliflower  Crates, 
30,000  Hampers,  various  sizes,  15,000  Tomato  lugs,  400  Egg  Cases,  15,000  Now 
#10  Onion  Bags,  20,000  Onion  Bags,  10,000  Cabbage  Bags,  2,000  Florida  Citrus 
Bags. 

Aetna  Bag  ^0  Farmer  Su'-'olies,  112?  ?f.  Randolph  St.  Chicago; 

2,000  California  Orange  Boxes,  1,000  Y/estern  Apple  Boxes,  2,000  Nailed  Orange 
Boxes,  8,000  Lettuce  Crates,  1,500  Cantaloupe  Crates,  15, 000  Hampers ,  various 
sizes,  3,000  Tomato  Lugs,  7000  Cotton  Potato  Bags,  6,500  Cabbage  Bags, 
15,500  Various  types  of  bags  for  corn. 

Brown  Bag  Company,  1462  Blue  Island  Ave.  Chicago; 

15,000  Bruce  Boxes,  1,000  Celery  Bruce  Boxes,  25,000  California  Orange  Boxes, 
10,000  Jumbo  Melon  Boxes,  1,000  Pint  Shells,  500  Michigan  Berry  boxes,  16  qt, 
1,500  24  qt.  Shells,  100,000  C.t.  Berry  Cups,  25,000  Strawberry  crate  dividers, 
25,000  Plum-  Baskets,  25,000  Bushel  Covers,  10,000  Nailed  Orango  Boxes, 
50,000  Lettuce  Crates,  5,000  Cauliflower  crates,  10,000  Cabbage  Crates, 
25,000  Hampers,  various  sizes,  2,000  Hamper  covers,  25,000  Tomato  Lugs, 
5,000  New  #10  Onion  Bags,  25,000  Onion  Bags,  50,000  Cabbage  Bags,  5,000  Florida 
Citrus  Bags,  100,000  various  typos  of  bags  for  corn. 


U.  S.  OEPARTMENT  Of  j^SfJICULif  Lj^  | 


L  I  B : 

CURRENT  SERUt  hii^ 
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CO>'TAINrR  ITE7S  LETTER  IIO.  16 


The  various  agencies  involved  have  cooperated  splendidly  in  Illinois  in  solving 
the  container  problem.    Bulk  marhet^ngs,  the  use  of  sacks,  baskets,  hampers  and 
various  types  of  boxes  have  made  possible  sending  fruit  and  vegetables  to  market 
without  loss  of  food.    The  eg  ad.iustments  in  mar.keting  habits  and  methods  are 
typical  of  Americans  i-ho  have  a  job  to  do  and  do  it. 

But  there  still  remains  a  big  job  to  supply  containers  to  move  the  vast  tonnage 
of  fruit  and  vegetables  yet  to  go  to  market.     Pears,    apples,  onions,  potatoes 
and  other  fall  crops  vdll  require  a  r:ood  many  thousand  "containers.     If  each 
person  v^ho  empbies  a  bask"t  or  box  r:ill  see  that  the  container  jur.t  emptied  is 
returned  in  rood  condition  to  the  nerson  from  v;hom  the  package  v;as  purchased, 
the  problem  will  be  greatly  simplified. 

But  other  containers  are  equally  innortant.     The  former  nract'ice  of  one-time-use 
is  no  longer  nractical  due  to  the  shortage  of  labor  materials  to  m.ake  a  new  box, 
basket,  sack,  carton  or  hamper  e\-9ry  time  one  is  needed.    Repairint^;  of  used 
containers  must  be  done.     Containers  o."  all  tyoos  must  be  carefully  opened  in 
order  to  have  them  re-usable.     In  fact  the  container  supply  depends  upon  all  of 
us.     If  we  v.dll  eat  v;hat  the  growers  grov;  or  whjit  the  processors  prepare  v/a 
must  each  and  all  save  evjry  container  and  sand  it  back  to  be  re-f illi.-)d , 

Dressed  poultry  containers  are  a  problem  at  the  moment.    Boxes  -  3ith  ir  standard 
or  wire  bound  -  must  be  ordered  ivell  in  advance  of  ne.^d  because  they  cannot  be 
fabricated  on  a  few  days'  notic;i.     The  boxes  to  transport  fov:l  overseas  must 
bo  sturdy  and  strong.    ■'.Ve  cannot  count  on  their  reuse,  therefore,  containers 
for  poultry  and  otVidr  meat  products  wnich  can  be  reusod  should  be  carefully 
conserved  and  returned  to  the  supplier, 

"/here  used  poultry  boxes  or  substitute  containers  are  not  available  to  meet 
needs  and  new  containers  unobtcinablo  v.rn  may  bo  able  to  give  some  assistance. 
Assistance  should  be  requested  only. if  the  packer  and  local  box  suppliers  have 
togother  made  every  effort  to  handle  the  situation.     In  requesting  such  assist- 
ance Form  V/PB-240G,  properly  filled  out,  requt-,sting  an  iiicr 'ased  priority  rating 
should  be  fonwarded  to  this  office  for  hondling, 

Calhoun  County  apple  grov/ars  ar  j  cone  jrn.fd  over  the  basket  supply.     It  is 
apparent  that  new  ones  vriH  not  be  availa'^le  for  the  entire  crop.    Offerlng«i  of 
good  used  containers  have  not  been  made  in  suffioieixt  numbers  to  meet  the 
estimated  demand.     The  industry  can  supply  the  need  if  offerings  of  small  lots 
of  bask'ts  are  made.Thn  pear  crop  in  Illinois  v/ill  also  require  a  largo  number 
of  bask"'ts  this  year.     In  some  instances  boxes  may  ne  )d  to  be  used. 

Remember  the  responsibility  wo  all  have  to  see  tliot  avail-.-blo  food  supplies  got 
to  mark  it.    V/hen  you  destroy  a  container  you  may  destrojr  the  chance  for  some- 
body to  get  the  food  v/hich  has  been  grown. 

"VILUT'L  HASTE  MiCES  WOEFUL  V/AI'TI 


Chicago  Used  Contain  :r  Dei  1  rs  offer  th:?  follovfing  subject  to  prior  sale: 
P r ovrn  Bag  Company,  1462  Blue  Isl;  nd  Avenue,  Chicago: 

j.OOC  Celery  Bruce  Fox'S,  15,C0C  California  Orange  Boxes,  4,000  Jumbo  Melon  Box^s, 
ICOC  Michigan  Berry  Box  .'S  16  qt.,  2000  24  qt.  Sh'-lls,  100,000  Qt.  Berry  Cups, 
25^000  Strawberry  Crate  Dlv.,  20,000  Plum  Baskets,  50,000  Bushel  Covers,  50,000 
Pepper  Crat  >s,  5,000  Cauliflover  Cra-is,  6,000  Cabbage  Crates,  25,000  Hampers, 
v-.rious  sizes,  5,000  Hamper  Covers,  25,000  Bags,  60,000  Nw  Onion  Bags,  5,000 
Cabbage  Bags,  100,000  various  typ  is  of  ba.gs  for  corn,  4380(2) 


Friodman  Brg  Compcny,  1012  77.  R-ndolph  St.,,,  Chicas^o: 

1,000  iTosturn  Apple  Boxss,  1,000  Jumbo  Melon  Boxes ,  1,000  Michic-^an  Berry  Boxes 
16  qt.,  20,000  Qt.  Berry  Cups,  10.000  Pt.  Berry  Cups,  5,000  Bushel  covers, 
7"00  Berry  Crates,  1,000  Ccuiif lo-.er  Crc.t.js,  6,000  Hampers,  various  sizes,  1000 
Hamper  covers,  6,000  Tomato  lugs,  40,000  bags,  2^000  Cabbage  Bags,  5,000  various 
types  of  bags  for  corn,  1,000  nailed  orange  boxes. 

Atlas  Bag  Company,  1459  Blue  Island  Avenue,  Chica.p;o; 

10,000  California  Orange  Boxes,  5,000  Jumb"o~l'Ielon  Boxes,  3,000  Michigan  Berry 
Boxes  16  qt.  complete ,  25,000  New  Rimless  Coders,  10,000  Lettuce  Crates,  5,000 
Cauliflower  Crates,  5,000  Hampers,  various  sizes,  25,000  Cotton  Potato  Bags, 
15,000  -  50#  Cabbage  Bags,  5,000  Florida  Citrus  Bags. 

Aetna ^  Bag  &  Farmer  Supplies,  1233  Randolph  St.,  Chicago; 

2_,500  California  Orange  Boxes,  b,000  Lettuce  Crates,  3,000  Cantaloupe  Crates, 
15,000  Hampers,  various  sizes,  3,500  Tomato  lugs,  1,000  Egg  Cases,  10,000  Bags, 
5,000  Onion  Bags,  10^,000  Cabbage  Bags,  25,000  various  types  of  bags  for  corn. 

J.  Cook  &  Sons,  1403  Randolph  St.,  Chicago : 

500  Celery  Bruce  Box.^s,  1,000  California  Orange  Boxes,  2,000  Jumbo  Melon  Boxes, 
50,000  Bushel  covers,  10,000  §  Bushel  covers,  2,000  Lettuce  Crates,  2,000 
Cauliflower  Crates,  30,000  Hampers,  various  sizes,  5,000  Tomato  lugs,  500  Egg 
Cases,  2,000  Nov/  flO  Onion  Bags,  10,000  Onion  Bags,  10^,000  Cabbage  Bags,  2,000 
Florida  Citrus  Bfgs,  5,000  various  types  of  bags  for  corn. 

Horwitz  Bag  Conpany,  816  ''//,  Randolph  St.,  Chicfiro; 

1,000  Bruce  Boxes,  50 ,,000  California  Orange  Boxes ,  2,000  ITestern  Apple  Boxes, 
500  Eastern  Apple  Boxes,  1,000  Jumbo  Melon  Boxes,  1,000  Bushel  Baskets,  5,000 
Climax  Baskets,  25,000  plum  Baskets,  2,000  Bushel  Covers,  10,000  Lettuce  Crates, 
1,000  Cantaloupe  Crates,  2,000  Cabbage  Crates,  10,000  HamiDors,  various  sizes, 
1,000  Hamper  covers,  5,000  Tomato  lugs,  1,000,000  Bags,  lOjOOO  New  -j^lO  Onion 
Bags,  50,000  Onion  Bags,  25,000  Cabbage  Bags,  5,000  Florida  Citrus  Bags, 
200,000  various  typ  ;s  of  b-ags  for  Corno. 

"!7.  J.  Mcllvain,  1416  S.  Blue  Island  Ave.,  Chicago; 

1,000  knocked  down  Bruce  Boxes,  2,000  California  Orange  Boxes,  2,000  Honey  Dew 
Melon  Boxes,  2,000  Michigan  Berry  Boxes  16  qt.,  10,000  Lettuce  Crates,  1,000 
Aspare.gus  Crates,  3,000  Cauliflower  Crates,  2,000  Hexmpars,  various  sizes,  2,000' 
Hamper  Covers,  10,000  Tomato  lugs,  2,000  Nailed  Orange  Boxes > 
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5  South  T/mbash  Avenue  -  Room  817 
Chicago    3,  Illinois 


WAR  FOOD  ADMINISTRATION 
OFFICE  OF  DISTRIBUTION 


October  16,  1944 


CONTAINER  NEViS  LETTER  NO.  17 

Who  v;as  it  that  said,  "the  war  will  be  over  next  week."    Certainly  not  our 
boys  on  the  fighting  fronts.    For  the  boys  vmo  are  doing  the  fighting  and 
dying  every  nev/  day  means  the  war  tempo  is  being  stepped  up.    IVe,  on  the 
home  front,  can  keep    in  step  by  continuing  to  conserve  all  those  materials 
so  vital  to  Victory. 

As  a  result  of  the  coordinated  efforts  of  grov/ers,  distributors,  and  the 
used  container  industry  a  high  percentage  of  practically  all  types  of  con- 
tainers have  been  salvaged  for  reuse.    Current  reports  received  from  the 
used  container  industry  indicate  comparatively  large  surplus  stocks  on  hand. 

By  planning  and  ordering  used  eojitainers  now  packers  of  fresh  fruits  and 
vegetables  can  be  assured  of  an  adequate  supply  of  containers  v/hen  crops  go 
to  market. 

A  word  to  the  v/ise  is  sufficient  -  play  safe  and  order  now. 


Chicago  Used  Container  Dealers  offer  the  following  subject  to  prior  sale: 
Aetna-  Bag  &  Farmer  Supplies,  1235       Randolph  St.,  Chicago; 

2000  California  Orange  Boxes,  5,000  Bushel  Covers,  8,000  Lettuce  Crates,  2,000 
Cantaloupe  Crates,  15,000  Hampers,  various  sizes,  2,000  Egg»cases,  15,000  Bags, 
5,000  Cabbage  Bags. 

Atlas  Bag  Company,  1459  Blue  Island  Avenue,  Chicago; 

3,000  Bruce  Boxes,  500  Celery  Bruce  Boxes,  10,000  California  Orange  Boxe§, 
800  Jumbo  Melon  Boxes,  2,500  Pint  Shells,  8,000  Michigan  Berry  Boxes  16  qt. 
30,000  Bushel  Baskets,  2,500  Half  Bushels,  15,000  Bushel  Covers,  8,000 
Michigan  Berry  Crates  16  qt.,  2,500  Michigan  Berry  Crates  24  pt«,  15,000 
Lettuce  Crates,  6,500  Asparagus  Crates,  California  type,  5,000  Cauliflower 
Crates,  3,000  Tomato  Lugs,  25,000  New  fflO  Onion  Bags,  25,000  Onion  Bags, 
20,000  Cabbage  Bags,  75,000  various  types  of  bags  for  corn. 

J.  Cook  &  Sons,  1403  Randolph  St.,  Chicago; 

500  California  Orange  Boxes,  1,000  Jumbo  Melon  Boxes,  50,000  Bushel  Covers, 

15,000  \  Bushel  Covers,  5,000  Lettuce  Crates,  3,000  Cauliflov/er  Crates, 

25,000  Hcjnpers,  various  sizes,  5,000  Tomato  Lugs,  500  Egg  Cases, 10, 000  Cabbage 
Bags. 

Friedman  Bag  Company,  1012  W.  Randolph  St.,  Chicago; 

500  Jumbo  I'.lelon  Boxes,  1,500  Pint  Shells,  1,000  IIichij;an  Berry  Boxes  16  qt., 
500  24  qt.  Shells,  15,000  Qt.  Berry  Cups,  15,000  Pt.  Berry  Cups,  700  Climax 
Baskets,  15,000  Bushel  Covers,  6,000  Lettuce  Crates,  2,000  Cauliflov;er  Crates, 
7,000  Hampers,  various  sizes,  6,000  Tomato  Lugs,  40,000  Bags,  2,000  Onion  Bags, 
5,000  Cabbage  Bags,  1,000  Florida  Citrus  Bags, large. 

Horvdtz  Bag  Company,  816  1;/.  Randolph  St.,  Chicago; 

50,000  California  Orange  Boxes,  10,000  Bushel  Baskets,  3,000  JumbD Baskets, 
20,000  Lettuce  Crates,  3,000  Cauliflov:er  Crates,  5,000  Tomato  Lugs,  100,000 
Nev^  7^10  Onion  Bags,  50,000  Onion  Bags,  10,000  Green  Cabbage  Bags,  used,  ' 
100,000  Nev;  Cabbage  Bags,  50,000  Burlap  Potato  Bags,  100,000  White  Cotton 
Potato  Bags,  300,000  New  Mesh  Pecan  Bags. 


Yfai.  J.  Mcllvain,  1416  Blue  Island  Ave.,  Chicago; 

1  car  Bruce  Boxes,  20  cars  Lettuce  Crates,  5  cars  Cauliflower  Crates,  1  car 
Western  Pear  Boxes,  5  cars  Nailed  Lemon  Boxes. 


I 


Benj«  PloHsky j&  j^n,  211  N 


25,000  Onion  B^i;  25, OOD  Cabb^^e  BsigB,  25,000  Flofid*  Citrus  Bags,  100,000 
various  typeis  <>f  feags  for  ©ora*  50,000  Potato  Bags- 

Rio  Grande  Fermer  Supply  Co*,  jZi^fe  W»  Raadolph  St»,  Chicago: 
2,000  24  q-b;  Sheli«,  30,000  sWhel  oovers,  3,000  Lettuce  Crates,  4,000 
Cantaloupe  Cf&tef,  10,000  He^npersi,  vftriotts  b\zqs,  5,000  Hamper  covers,  1,000 
Sgg  Cases,  10,0C^  Cabbage  Bags* 


hi  1^  t  E 


TVAR  FOOD  ADHIITISTRATIOIJ 
Commodity  Credit  Corporation 
Office  of  Supply 
IS"  SOTl'i  T5a%ish  Avenue  -  Room  817 
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U  t  ^  *     Chicago  3,  Illinois 

^  AUG1  5  1345 

U.S. DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 


April  14,  1945 


coiiTAim  mns  L5tt:i^  no.  is 

Grov/ers  and  distributors  of  fruits  and  vegetables  are  once  again  confronted 
with  the  spectre  of  an  inadequate  supply  of  new  wooden  containers.  Several 
factors  are  involved  -  acute  lumber  shortages,  la.clc  of  manpov/er,  increased 
military  demands  and  shipments  to  the  fighting  fronts. 

Remember 'o     supply  lines  to  Japan  "just  aint"  getting  any  shorter  and  they 
are  being  used  more  frequently©    One  sure  v;ay  shippers  and  growers  can  make 
more  certain  of  moving  their  1945  production  to  market  is  by  acquiring  in- 
ventories now  of  used  wooden  containers o 


Dealers  report  large  stocks  on  hand  of  practically  all  types o 
present  a  good  supply  of  containers  in  good  usable  condition. 


There  is  at 


The  following  supplies  are  reported: 


Atlas  3ag"Conpany,  1459-61  Blue  Island  Avenue,  Chicago: 
75,000  X.D.  Bruce  Bo:;e3,  25,000  California  "Orange  Boxes,  20,000  Vfe  stern 
Apple  Boxes,  15,000  Lettuce  Crates,  10,000  Cauliflower  Crates,   50,000  Bean 
Hampers,  75,000  Tomato  Lugs,  50,000  Used  Oiiion  Bags,(50T'f  size). 

J.  Cook  &.  Sons,  1405  W.  Randolph  Street  ,  Chicago : 

30,000-'Bean  Hampers,  30,000  K.D.  Bruce  Citrus  Crates,  5,000  Cauliflower 
Crates,  5,000  Lettuce  Crates,  2,000  Ji.D.  Howard  Celery  Crates,  30,000  Bushel 
Covers . 


J,  Osmanski,  1255  Vic  Randolph  St.,  Chicago: 

10,000  Hainpers,  10,000  Bruce  Boxes,  b,000  Lettuce  Crates,  10,000  Bushel 
Baskets  and  Covers. 


Flores  Bros.,  1228  Ji,  Randolph  Street,  Chicago: 

10.000  Bushel  Baskets,  30,000  Eii shef  Cover s,  5,000  ^  Bushel  Covers,  4,000 
Lettuce  Crates,  4,000  Cauliflower  Creites,  3,000  Cantaloupe  Crates,  6,000 
24_^t^  Berry  Crates  v/ith  cups,  10,000  Green  Cabbage  or  Corn  Bags,  6,000 
Onion  Bags . 

Troop  Bros.,  1415  S.  I.torgan  Street,  Chicago: 

10,000  Bruce  Boxes,  30,000  YiesterrT App"le  Boxes,  6,000  Bushel  Baskets,  3,000 
Jumbo  Baskets,  2,000  Cauliflov/er  Crates,   50,000  Tomato  Lugs. 

97-cs  (1) 


